


�h� sun s��rkl�d �v�r th� W�ggl�t��l g�rd�n �n th� 
l�st Sund�� �f summ�r. ��m�rr�w, Fr�d w�uld st�rt 
b�g s�h��l, �nd h�s tumm� d�d � l�ttl� w�ggl� �f w�rr�. 
"R��� ��u t� th� b�ll!" sh�ut�d ��us�n ��l�b, k��k�ng 
�t  h�gh �nt� th� ��r.  El��s� tw�rl�d �n h�r s��rkl� 
�r�n��ss dr�ss b�f�r� j��n�ng th� g�m�. Fr�d f�rg�t 
h�s w�rr��s f�r � m�m�nt, l�ugh�ng �s h� d�dg�d 
��l�b's sh�t. "G��l!" h� �h��r�d, d�v�ng f�r th� b�ll 
w�th � s�l�sh �f j��.
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�ns�d� th� W�ggl�t��l k�t�h�n, d�l����us sm�lls fll�d t
h� ��r. D�dd� W�ggl�t��l humm�d h����l� �s h� s
t�rr�d � b�g ��t �f gr�v�, h�s �ur�l� br���s b�un��ng 
w�th �v�r� w�ggl�. "D�nn�r w�ll b� r��d� s��n!" h�
 ��ll�d, fl�sh�ng h�s �h��k� sm�l�. �umm� W�ggl�t��l 
tw�rl�d ��r�ss th� fl��r, s�ng�ng h�r f�v�ur�t� s�ng 
wh�l� s�tt�ng th� t�bl� w�th �r��m �l�t�s. "N��rl� t�m
� f�r �ur Sund�� f��st!" sh� s�ng, sw�sh�ng h�r fl�w
�ng dr�ss. Fr�d ���k�d thr�ugh th� d��r, h�s tumm
� rumbl�ng w�th hung�r �nd ����t�m�nt.
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� �h��rful kn��k s�und�d �t th� d��r. "��nn�'s 
h�r�!" sh�ut�d Fr�d, r���ng t� gr��t h�s b�g br�th�r. 
��nn� s�����d Fr�d u� f�r � w�ggl� hug, h�s w�rm 
br�wn ���s tw�nkl�ng. R�ght b�h�nd h�m ��m� Ew�n, 
w��r�ng h�s wh�t� d��t�r's ���t �v�n �n � Sund��.
 "R��d� f�r s�h��l t�m�rr�w, l�ttl� m�n?" Ew�n �sk�
d k�ndl�. Fr�d's t��l dr����d just � l�ttl�, but ��nn� 
ruffl�d h�s g�lls. "Y�u'll b� br�ll��nt," ��nn� s��d, "just l�
k� ��u �r� �t f��tb�ll!" Fr�d gr�nn�d, f��l�ng � b�t br
�v�r �lr��d�.
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Just th�n, Gr�nd�d Duds w�ggl�d thr�ugh th� g�t�,
 h�s  fl�t ��� t�lt�d �nd g�lf  �lubs und�r h�s  �rm. 
"F�r�!" h� j�k�d, w�nk�ng �t Fr�d. ��s�d� h�m tr�tt�d 
N�ll, h�r bl��k ���t sh�n�ng �nd h�r t��l w�gg�ng w�th
 m�s�h��f. "N�ll!" Fr�d �h��r�d, dr����ng t� hug h
�r  fl����  ��rs.  N�ll  g�v�  �n� h����  b�rk  b�f�r
� sn�ffng th� ��r t�w�rd th� k�t�h�n. �n � fl�sh, sh� s
���t�d und�r th� d�nn�r t�bl�, h�r n�s� tw�t�h�ng f�r t
�st� t�tb�ts �lr��d�.
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Ev�r��n� g�th�r�d �r�und th� b�g d�nn�r t�bl�, 
�l�t�s ��l�d h�gh w�th r��st ��t�t��s �nd v�g�t�bl�s. 
D�dd� ��rv�d wh�l� �umm� ��ur�d gr�v� w�th �
 h���� hum. Sudd�nl�,  �  r��st  ��t�t� r�ll�d �ff 
Fr�d's �l�t� �nd b�un��d und�r th� t�bl�. �h�r� 
w�s � gul�, � �run�h, �nd � s�t�sf�d d�gg� s�gh. "
NELLY!" th� wh�l� f�m�l� sh�ut�d t�g�th�r, burst�ng �n
t� l�ught�r. Gr�nd�d Duds �hu�kl�d, ���k�ng un
d�rn��th. "W�ll, sh� d��s l�v� Sund�� d�nn�r," h�
 gr�nn�d, sh�k�ng h�s h��d f�ndl�.
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Just  �s  �umm�  br�ught  �ut  �  w�bbl�  j�ll�  f�r 
d�ss�rt, � ��m��rv�n h�rn b����d �uts�d�. "W�'r� 
h�r�!" ��ll�d �unt�� Emm�, rush�ng �n w�th Un�l� 
���d� �l�s� b�h�nd. "G�t l�st �g��n," l�ugh�d Un�l� 
���d�, "but w� f�ll�w�d �ur tumm��s �nst��d �f th�
 m��!" �unt�� Emm� hugg�d Fr�d t�ghtl�, sm�ll�ng
 �f summ�r fl�w�rs. "��rf��t t�m�ng," s��d D�dd�, w
�nk�ng, "�udd�ng's just r��d�!" Ev�r��n� squ��z�d �
l�s�r t�g�th�r, m�k�ng r��m �t th� t�bl� f�r th� l�st t
w� W�ggl�t��ls.
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�h� W�ggl�t��l f�m�l� sh�r�d s���nfuls �f w�bbl� 
j�ll�  �nd  g�ggl�s  �r�und  th�  t�bl�.  ��l�b  m�d� 
�v�r��n� l�ugh b� w�ggl�ng h�s t��l l�k� � j�ll� w�bbl�. 
El��s�  tw�rl�d  h�r  s���n  l�k�  �  �r�n��ss  w�nd, 
s�r�nkl�ng �r�t�nd s��rkl�s. Ev�n N�ll ��k�d h�r 
n�s� �ut, h���ng f�r � d�ss�rt t�tb�t t��. "�h�s �s 
m� f�v�ur�t� ��rt �f Sund��," s��d Fr�d, sm�l�ng �t 
h�s bus�, n��s�, l�v�ng f�m�l�. �umm� squ��z�d h�s 
h�nd g�ntl�, h�r �m�r�ld ���s w�rm w�th l�v�.
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�s th� sun d����d l�w, th� g�rd�n gr�w qu��t �nd 
g�ld�n. �n� b� �n�, th� f�m�l� s��d th��r g��db��s 
w�th hugs �nd w�ggl� w�v�s. Gr�nd�d Duds wh�stl�
d f�r N�ll, wh� tr�tt�d �ff w�th �n� l�st sn�ff und�r th�
 t�bl�. Fr�d w�t�h�d th�m l��v�, h�s tumm� flutt�r�ng 
�g��n w�th w�rr� �b�ut t�m�rr�w. "Wh�t �f � d�n't kn�
w wh�t t� d� �t s�h��l?" h� wh�s��r�d t� h�ms�lf. �h�
 ����t�m�nt �f th� d�� f�d�d, l��v�ng �nl� h�s n�r
v�us l�ttl� w�ggl�.
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�h�t  n�ght,  �umm�  tu�k�d  Fr�d  �nt�  h�s  ��s� 
sh�ll-sh���d b�d. "�'m � b�t s��r�d �b�ut s�h��l," 
Fr�d �dm�tt�d,  h�s  �mb�r  ���s  w�d�.  D�dd� s�t 
b�s�d� h�m, h�s �ur�l� br���s �r��k�ng �s h� l��n�d 
�n �l�s�. "�t's �k�� t� f��l s��r�d," D�dd� s��d g�ntl�, 
"�v�n gr�wn-u� ���l�tls f��l th�t w�� s�m�t�m�s." 
�umm� str�k�d h�s t��l s�ftl�, humm�ng th� tun� 
fr�m ��rl��r. "Y�u d�n't h�v� t� kn�w �v�r�th�ng, 
m� l�ttl� w�ggl�," sh� wh�s��r�d, "��u just h�v� t� b� 
br�v� �n�ugh t� tr�."
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D�dd�  sm�l�d  �nd  ���nt�d  t�  Fr�d's  �h�st. 
"Wh�r�v�r ��u g�, �ur l�v� g��s t��, tu�k�d r�ght 
�n h�r�," h� s��d w�rml�. �umm� n�dd�d, h�r ���s 
gl�st�n�ng w�th �r�d�.  "�h�nk �f ��l�b's l�ught�r, 
El��s�'s k�ndn�ss, �nd ��nn�'s br�v� �dv���," sh� 
s��d s�ftl�. "W�'r� �ll w�th ��u, �v�n wh�n w�'r� n�t 
st�nd�ng b�s�d� ��u." Fr�d's w�rr� b�g�n t� m�lt 
l�k� j�ll� �n th� w�rm �v�n�ng l�ght. �� squ��z�d 
�umm�'s h�nd, f��l�ng � l�ttl� br�v�r �lr��d�, r��d� 
f�r wh�t�v�r t�m�rr�w m�ght br�ng.
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��s�d� Fr�d's b�d s�t � tr��sur�d �h�t�gr��h �f 
N�nn� D�b, sm�l�ng �n h�r f�v�ur�t� gr��n dr�ss, 
w�th g�ntl� W�nst�n �url�d b�s�d� h�r. "N�nn� D�b 
l�v�s ��u t��," �umm� wh�s��r�d, "sh� w�t�h�s 
�v�r  �ll  �f  us  fr�m  h��v�n."  Fr�d  t�u�h�d  th� 
�h�t� s�ftl�, f��l�ng � w�rm hug d��� �ns�d� h�s 
h��rt. �uts�d� th� w�nd�w, � b��ut�ful st�r tw�nkl�d 
br�ghtl�  �n th� d�rk�n�ng sk�.  "�h�t's  h�r s���ng 
g��dn�ght," s��d D�dd�, sm�l�ng. Fr�d sm�l�d b��k, 
f��l�ng ��lm, l�v�d, �nd str�ng�l� n�t �l�n�.
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�umm�  �nd  D�dd�  l��n�d  �n  f�r  thr��  l�st 
W�ggl�t��l w�ggl�s, th��r t��ls brush�ng s�ftl� �g��nst 
Fr�d's.  "�n�  f�r  l�v�,"  s��d  �umm�.  "�n�  f�r 
��ur�g�," s��d D�dd�. "�nd �n� f�r �lw��s b��ng � 
W�ggl�t��l," th�� wh�s��r�d t�g�th�r. Fr�d g�ggl�d 
sl����l�,  snuggl�ng  �nt�  h�s  bl�nk�t.  Und�r  th�
 tw�nkl�ng st�r �nd N�nn� D�b's g�ntl� �h�t�gr��h, 
Fr�d dr�ft�d �ff t� sl���, s�f�, l�v�d, �nd r��d� f�r h
�s v�r� frst d�� �f s�h��l.
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